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Background of Agapornis taranta 

 

Agapornis taranta are named after the Taranta mountain pass in Ethiopia, East Africa, the region where 

these birds are predominantly found. They live high in the mountains up to 3000 m altitude. They are 

strong birds who do well in the cold. Even in the tropics, at 3000 m altitude it gets cold at night. Their 

living area extends out further over Eritrea and Southwest Ethiopia.  

 

Physical Characteristics 

 

Ideal size: between 16cm and 17cm. Measured from the top of the head to the end of the tail. 

Head: 

Forehead: broad from the beak and slightly rounding off towards the back of the head. 

Crown: broad and slightly rounded. From the forehead it gives a slightly flattened look towards the rear.  

Head (rear): broad, nice and full. 

Neck: Nicely filled, short and stocky.  

Cheeks: nice and full, in harmony with the head. 

Eyes: centrally place, bright and clear. 

Beak: well built, undamaged and nicely tucked in. The point of the upper mandible should direct towards 

the breast and fit well with the lower mandible. 

Breast: nice and full with an elegant rounding, flowing smoothly with the curve of the wings. 

Belly: follow in harmony with the line of the chest and should not sag. 

Wings: follow nicely along the lines of the body and the upper tail coverts. All wing feathers should be 

intact and not hanging or crossing. 

Shoulders: broad. 

Feet: short, sturdy feet with two toes facing forwards and two toes facing backwards. All toes should be 

present and undamaged and should grip the perch well. 

Nails: evenly curved with an even colour and undamaged. 

Posture: gives an overall strong impression and in good proportion to the size. 

Feathering: clean, complete and slightly shiny. 

Tail: wedge-shaped and slightly rounded at the top. 

Rump: in a straight line with the tail. 

General remarks: the colour separation in the breast of males is as tightly lined as possible. 

 

 

General technical notes 

• The males red forehead is lined as tightly as possible on the crown where it meets the colour of the 

head (rear). This colour separation runs from the crown vertically down towards the eyes then 

horizontally across towards the base of the beak. 

• The red eye-ring of the male is clear and visibly unbroken. 

• Black flecks or stripes in the feathering are a fault. 

• The two central tail feathers have no cross-band 

• The under wing coverts are a different colour in males and females. With mature males they are 

black-anthracite with small green feathers in the wing arch. In females they are grey-anthracite 

with more green feathers in the wing arch. Seeing as this feathering is not visible during judging, 

it is not mentioned in the descriptions. 
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Colour name: green (male) 

International term: green  

 

Forehead: deep red up to the crown. 

Cheeks and chin: green. 

Throat: green. 

Eyes: dark brown. 

Eye-ring: deep red. 

Beak: coral red with a slight white border. 

Breast, belly, flanks and anal region: green. 

Mantle and wing coverts: a shade darker than the rest of the body. 

Primaries: black with a minimal green outer vane. 

Wing border: black. 

Rump: green. 

Upper tail coverts: slightly lighter than the rump. 

Under tail coverts: green. 

Tail feathers: The two middle tail feathers are green with at the end a black cross-band. The other tail 

feathers are at the basis green-light yellow, changing into green with a black cross-band. The tips of these 

tail feathers are green. 

Feet: dark grey. 

Nails: grey-black. 

 
Colour name: green (female) 

International term: green 

 

Forehead: green. 

Crown: green. 

Cheeks and chin: green. 

Throat: green. 

Eyes: dark brown. 

Eye-ring: yellow-green feathers that stick out slightly. 

Beak: coral red with a slight white border. 

Breast, belly, flanks and anal region: green. 

Mantle and wing coverts: a shade darker than the rest of the body. 

Primaries: black with a minimal green outer vane. 

Wing border: black. 

Rump: green. 

Upper tail coverts: slightly lighter than the rump. 

Under tail coverts: green. 

Tail feathers: The two middle tail feathers are green with at the end a black cross-band. The other tail 

feathers are at the basis green-light yellow, changing into green with a black cross-band. The tips of these 

tail feathers are green. 

Feet: dark grey. 

Nails: grey-black. 
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Dark factor 
 

Technical notes for the dark factor 

• For exhibitions only green birds with a single or double dark factor are requested. 

• Special attention should be paid to the quality of the feathering in birds with a double dark factor. 

• D indicates the presence of one dark factor, DD indicates the presence of two dark factors. 

• The dark factor inherits autosomal incomplete dominant. 

 

Colour name: D green (male) 

International term: D green 

 

Forehead: deep red up to the crown. 

Cheeks and chin: D green. 

Throat: D green. 

Eyes: dark brown. 

Eye-ring: deep red. 

Beak: coral red with a slight white border. 

Breast, belly, flanks and anal region: D green. 

Mantle and wing coverts: a shade darker than the rest of the body. 

Primaries: black with a minimal D green outer vane. 

Wing border: black. 

Rump: D green. 

Upper tail coverts: slightly lighter than the rump. 

Under tail coverts: D green. 

Tail feathers: The two middle tail feathers are D green with at the end a black cross-band. The other tail 

feathers are at the basis D green-light yellow, changing into D green with a black cross-band. The tips of 

these tail feathers are D green. 

Feet: dark grey. 

Nails: grey-black. 

 

Colour name: D green (female) 

International term: D green 

 

Almost identical to the male, except that the red feathers on the forehead and eye-ring are missing. 
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Colour name: DD green (male) 

International term: DD green 

 

Forehead: deep red up to the crown. 

Cheeks and chin: DD green. 

Throat: DD green. 

Eyes: dark brown. 

Eye-ring: deep red. 

Beak: coral red with a slight white border. 

Breast, belly, flanks and anal region: DD green. 

Mantle and wing coverts: a shade darker than the rest of the body. 

Primaries: black with a minimal DD green outer vane. 

Wing border: black. 

Rump: DD green. 

Upper tail coverts: slightly lighter than the rump. 

Under tail coverts: DD green. 

Tail feathers: : The two middle tail feathers are DD green with at the end a black cross-band. The other 

tail feathers are at the basis DD green-light yellow, changing into DD green with a black cross-band. The 

tips of these tail feathers are DD green. 

Feet: dark grey. 

Nails: grey-black. 

 

Colour name: DD green (female) 

International term: DD green 

 

Almost identical to the male, except that the red feathers on the forehead and eye-ring are missing. 
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Teal 

 

Technical notes for teal: 

• Teal is a mutation type PPR: Partial Psittacine Reduction; 

• The culture results indicate that this mutation is caused by a different gene than normal blue; 

• The beak colour remains almost unchanged coral red; 

• In the male, the feathers of the forehead and the eye-ring are red to orange-red (there is a small 

reduction in psittacine); 

• The teal feathers are mainly found on the chest, stomach and flanks; 

• Currently the psittacine reduction is limited to 15-20%. By selection, birds with a greater 

psittacine reduction can be obtained. 

• This mutation is very limited available among enthusiasts. We therefore limit ourselves to the 

primary teal mutation; 

• Combinations with the dark factor and with DF misty are possible and allowed; 

• Teal inherits autosomal recessive. 

 

Colour name: teal (male) 

International term: teal 

 

Forehead: red to orange-red and this up to the crown. 

Cheeks and chin: green with green-blue. 

Throat: green with green-blue. 

Eyes: dark brown. 

Eye-ring: red to orange-red. 

Beak: coral red with a white beak strap. 

Chest, belly, flanks and anal region: green-blue. 

Mantle and wing feathers: shade darker than the rest of the body. 

Primaries flight feathers: black with a minimal green and green-blue outer flag. 

Wing bend: black. 

Rump: green with green-blue. 

Upper tail coverts: slightly lighter than the rump. 

Under tail coverts: green with green-blue. 

Tail feathers: The two middle tail feathers are green with green-blue with at the end a black cross-band. 

The other tail feathers are green with green-blue-light yellow at the base, changing into green-green-blue 

with a black cross-band. The tips of these tail feathers are green-green blue. 

Legs: dark gray. 

Nails: gray-black. 

 

 

Colour name: teal (female) 

International term: teal 

 

Almost identical to the male, except that the red feathers on the forehead and eye-ring are missing.  
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Colour name: D teal (male) 

International term: D teal 

 

Forehead: red to orange-red and this up to the crown. 

Cheeks and chin: D green with green-blue. 

Throat: D green with green-blue. 

Eyes: dark brown. 

Eye-ring: red to orange-red. 

Beak: coral red with a white beak strap. 

Chest, belly, flanks and anal region: D green blue. 

Mantle and wing feathers: shade darker than the rest of the body. 

Primaries flight feathers: black with a minimal D green with green-blue outer flag. 

Wing bend: black. 

Rump: D green with green-blue. 

Uppertail coverts: slightly lighter than the rump. 

Under-tail coverts: D green with green-blue. 

Tail feathers: The two middle tail feathers are D green with green-blue with at the end a black cross-

band. The other tail feathers are at the base D green with green-blue-light yellow, changing into D green 

with green-blue with a black cross-band. The ends of these tail feathers are D green with green-blue. 

Legs: dark gray. 

Nails: gray-black. 

 

 

Colour name: D teal (female) 

International term: D teal 

 

Almost identical to the male, except that the red feathers on the forehead and eye-ring are missing. 
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Colour name: DD teal (male) 

International term: DD teal 

 

Forehead: red to orange-red and this up to the crown. 

Cheeks and chin: DD green with green-blue. 

Throat: DD green with green-blue. 

Eyes: dark brown. 

Eye-ring: red to orange-red. 

Beak: coral red with a white beak strap. 

Chest, belly, flanks and anal region: DD green-blue. 

Mantle and wing feathers: shade darker than the rest of the body. 

Primaries flight feathers: black with a minimal DD green with green-blue outer flag. 

Wing bend: black. 

Rump: DD green with green-blue. 

Uppertail coverts: slightly lighter than the rump. 

Under tail coverts: DD green with green-blue. 

Tail feathers: The two middle tail feathers are DD green with green-blue with at the end a black cross-

band. The other tail feathers are at the base DD green with green-blue-light yellow, changing into DD 

green with green-blue with a black cross-band. The tips of these tail feathers are DD green with green-

blue. 

Legs: dark gray. 

Nails: gray-black. 

 

 

Colour name: DD teal (female) 

International term: DD teal 

 

Almost identical to the male, except that the red feathers on the forehead and eye-ring are missing. 
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Misty 

 
Technical notes for misty 

• For exhibitions only birds with no dark factor and with a double misty factor are requested. The 

misty factor has to be clearly identifiable.  

•  “Misty green” = pale DD green with a light brown glow.  

• Misty inherits autosomal incomplete dominant. 

 

Colour name: misty green (male) 

International term: misty green 

 

Forehead: deep red up to the crown. 

Cheeks and chin: misty green. 

Throat: misty green. 

Eyes: dark brown. 

Eye-ring: deep red. 

Beak: coral red with a slight white border. 

Breast, belly, flanks and cloaca region: misty green. 

Mantle and wing coverts: a shade darker than the rest of the body. 

Primaries: black-grey with a minimal misty green outer vane. 

Wing border: black-grey. 

Rump: misty green. 

Upper tail coverts: slightly lighter than the rump. 

Under tail coverts: misty green. 

Tail feathers The two middle tail feathers are misty green with at the end a black-grey cross-band. The 

other tail feathers are at the basis misty green-light yellow, changing into mistygreen with a black-grey 

cross-band. The tips of these tail feathers are misty green. 

Feet: dark grey. 

Nails: grey-black. 

 

Colour name: misty green (female) 

International term: misty green 

 

Almost identical to the male, except that the red feathers on the forehead and eye-ring are missing. 
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Colour name: misty teal (man) 

International term: misty teal 

 

Forehead: deep red to the crown. 

Cheeks and chin: misty green with green-blue. 

Throat: misty green with green-blue. 

Eyes: dark brown. 

Eye-ring: deep red. 

Beak: coral red with a white beak strap. 

Chest, belly, flanks and anal region: misty green green-blue. 

Mantle and wing feathers: shade darker than the rest of the body. 

Primary flight feathers: black-gray with a minimal misty green with green-blue outer flag. 

Wing bend: black-gray. 

Rump: misty green with green-blue. 

Upper tail coverts: slightly lighter than the rump. 

Under tail coverts: misty green with green-blue. 

Tail feathers: The two middle tail feathers are misty green with green-blue with at the end a black-gray 

cross-band. The other tail feathers are misty green-blue-light yellow at the base, changing into misty 

green with green-blue with a black-gray cross-band. The tips of these tail feathers are misty green with 

green-blue. 

Legs: dark gray. 

Nails: gray-black. 

 

Colour name: misty teal (female) 

International term: misty teal 

 

Almost identical to the male, except that the red feathers on the forehead and eye-ring are missing.
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Bronze fallow 

 
Technical notes for bronze fallow 

• This colour mutation is very rare amongst enthusiasts. We are therefore limit ourselves to only the 

bronze fallow green birds. Combinations with the dark factor are not yet available.  

• Bronze fallow inherits autosomal recessive. 

 

Colour name: bronze fallow green (male) 

International term: bronze fallow green 

 

Forehead: deep red up to the crown. 

Cheeks and chin: green with a light yellow haze. 

Throat: green with a light yellow haze. 

Eyes: dark red. 

Eye-ring: deep red. 

Beak: coral red with a white border. 

Breast, belly, flanks and anal region: green with a light yellow haze. 

Mantle and wing coverts: a shade darker than the rest of the body. 

Primaries: grey-brown with a minimal green with light yellow haze outer flag. 

Wing border: grey-brown. 

Rump: green with a light yellow haze. 

Upper tail coverts: slightly lighter than the rump. 

Under tail coverts: green with a light yellow haze. 

Tail feathers: The two middle tail feathers are green with a light yellow haze with at the end a gray-

brown cross-band. The other tail feathers are green-light yellow at the base, changing into green with a 

light yellow with a gray-brown cross-band. The tips of these tail feathers are green with a light yellow 

haze. 

Feet: pale pink. 

Nails: horn coloured. 

 

Colour name: bronze green (female) 

International term: bronze green 

 

Almost identical to the male, except that the red feathers on the forehead and eye-ring are missing. 
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Pale fallow 

 
Technical notes for pale fallow 

• This colour mutation is very rare amongst enthusiasts. We therefore limit ourselves to only the 

pale fallow green birds. Combinations with the dark factor are not yet available.  

• Pale fallow inherits autosomal recessive. 

 

Colour name: pale fallow green (male) 

International term: pale fallow green 

 

Forehead: deep red up to the crown. 

Cheeks and chin: yellow. 

Throat: yellow. 

Eyes: bright red. 

Eye-ring: deep red. 

Beak: coral red with a white border. 

Breast, belly, flanks and cloaca region: yellow. 

Mantle and wing coverts: yellow with a green haze. 

Primaries: dark grey. 

Wing border: dark grey. 

Rump: yellow. 

Upper tail coverts: yellow. 

Under tail coverts: yellow. 

Tail feathers: The two middle tail feathers are yellow with at the end a dark gray cross-band. The other 

tail feathers are yellow at the base with a dark gray cross-band. The tips of these tail feathers are yellow. 

Feet: pale pink. 

Nails: horn coloured. 

 

Colour name: pale fallow green (female) 

International term: pale fallow green 

 

Almost identical to the male, except that the red feathers on the forehead and eye-ring are missing. 
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Updates: 

 

Version 1.0: Starversion English (translated by Sam Gibbs, Ooms Glenn and Eric Pauwels) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About these standard requirements and copyright: 
 

These standard requirements have been drawn up on the initiative of BVA-International in 

consultation with AOB, BVA-International, Parkietensociëteit Nederland and KBOF. 

 

None of these publications may be copied or adapted without written permission and 

acknowledgment of the source of BVA-international. 

 

 


